


GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE                   
 (continued from page 1) 
“sorry kids, we have nothing to eat 
tonight”, or “I’m sorry, but we can’t 
afford warm clothing for the winter”. 

As a Rotarian, I read and hear 
about too many children in the 
world that are deprived of the basic 
essentials of food, medical care, 
clothing, education and shelter.  
And as a Rotarian who is also a 
father, I have said at many of our 
Official Visits to clubs in District 
6110 “All of the world’s children are 
our children”.  This Christmas 
Time, I want you to think about 
them and pledge to be the spark 
plug in your Rotary Club that will 
lead the way and get involved with 
D. K. Lee’s efforts.  We must Make 
Dreams Real for the children of the 
world. 

As I watch my grandchildren—
laughing, pictures of health and 
going to good schools—I cannot 
help but think of the millions who 
do not have these advantages.  I 
think of the children with too little to 
eat and only dirty water to drink.  I 
think of the children who are sick 
with preventable diseases and 
those who will sleep in a danger-
ous place tonight.  These things 
lead me to think of the children, 
millions of them every year, who 
will not live to see their fifth birth-
day.  

  >>>> 

ECONOMY & MEMBERSHIP cont. 

and/or sponsorship of Rotary 
events.  This could have a huge 
effect on clubs). 

2. Consider the “New Generations” 
or “After Five” model in setting up 

new clubs, which can mean a less 
expensive approach to meals and 
venue.  Some clubs may also wish 
to consider converting to this 
model. 

3. Be creative!  Dues are not the 
big expense—food, fines and con-
tributions tend to be what our 
members find expensive.  Consider 
some of the following: 

5th meeting of the month—
”brown bag” at the business of 
one of the members—make it 
a Vocational Day. 

Meet and eat with the Interact 
Club at school –good for con-
nection and communication 
with our young future Rotari-
ans and school lunches are 
cheap! 

Picnic at a local park during 
the summer. 

Are there less expensive meet-
ing venues? How about 
churches or other town meet-
ing halls? Meals can be “brown 
bag” or sub sandwiches. 

Talk with the restaurant about 
simpler lunches, i.e., soup and 
sandwich. 

Re-evaluate “fining”. Encour-
age “Happy Dollars” as an al-
ternative. 

Look for hands-on projects to 
give members alternatives to 
just writing checks. 

Consider joint project with 
County Extension (or whatever 
group in your community) to 
teach young families how to do 
things for themselves: garden-
ing, canning, sewing, home 
repairs, carpentry (all the 
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things our schools are no longer 
able to teach). 

Big Foundation Gala a tradition?  
Consider instead a “Subsistence 
Dinner” (based on a typical Third 
World meal) with a minimum dona-
tion for dinner, but a great program 
inviting contributions to TRF.  
Money goes to TRF instead of to a 
fancy meal and evening for the 
attendees. 

4. Friendship and socializing is 
an important part of retention.  
Plan simple monthly events, 
i.e., “First Friday” - keep it in-
expensive and be creative 

BYOB drinks and appetizers 

Potluck dinners 

Desserts and games 

Super Bowl Chili Party at one 
of members’ homes (or several 
homes if your club is larger) 

Mystery Dinners 

High School ball games 

Costume parties 

Access to a farm? Hayrides, 
barn dance 

Pumpkin Carving party 

Christmas Tree cutting with hot 
cocoa and cookies afterward 

Divide into 12 groups and each 
group draws a month for which 
they’re responsible to come up 
with a fun and inexpensive 
social event 

5. Keep your radar tuned to any 
signs of difficulty. 

(See Economy & Membership continued on 
page 3) 



The feeling of Christmas 

awakens a love for one an-

other, gives us joy in helping 

others, and brings all of us 

close together—let us keep 

this feeling of Christmas 

throughout the whole year.  

  Gene 

(quote by J. Russel Morrison)                         
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Published monthly by Rotary  District 
6110. Views expressed in this publica-
tion strive to pass the Four Way Test. If 
you find errors or anything of concern, 
please bring it to our attention. 

 ECONOMY & MEMBERSHIP  

6. An idea to counteract attrition 
from D5160: 

Concord, CA Rotary has set up a 
program called “Shoulder to Shoul-
der” for proven (their word) Rotari-
ans who have fallen on hard times.  
The term is six months, renewable 
one time for another six months.  
Dues and meal costs are waived, 
in turn the Rotarian has to commit 
to attendance and participation in 
club projects and activities.  The 
thought is that the loyalty will be 
rewarded when the participants get 
back on their feet. 

If we approach this in a proactive 
way, we may cause a member to 
put resigning from Rotary or cutting 
on Foundation giving further down 
on that list of where they will cut 
corners! 

        (Article from Rotary International) 

 

 

 

Looks like He’ll make  

His GOVERNOR’S VISITS 

For December 

 2nd Bixby 

4th Bristow 

9th Southeast Tulsa 

11th North Tulsa 

16th Owasso 

23rd Wagoner 

  

Rotarian 
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ROTARACT  NEWS IN  

     DISTRICT 6110 
By Scott Roberts,  

Rotaract Committee Chairman 

GOAL: For 6110 Clubs to intro-
duce Rotary to Youth by forming 5 
new Rotaract Clubs.  Every college 
and university has the potential for 
Youth Community Service. 

Founded in 1968 by Rotary Interna-
tional, Rotaract is an association of 
service-minded business and profes-
sional adults ages 18 to 30 who want 
to make a difference.  Rotaract Clubs 
hold meetings, usually every two 
weeks, which feature speakers, dis-
cussions, community projects.  Rota-
ract Clubs organize a variety of pro-
jects and activities, depending primar-
ily on the interests of the club mem-
bers.  However, within the Rotaract 
program, all clubs undertake 3 types 
of activities in varying degrees: pro-
fessional development, leadership 
development, and service projects.  
Together, these 3 areas ensure a bal-
anced club program and provide im-
portant experiences and opportunities 
for the personal development of each 
Rotaractor.  District Governor Ron 
Petersen, Sr. has encouraged us to 
introduce Rotary to Youth by forming 
5 new Rotaract  Clubs during the 
coming year.  Every community has 
the potential to host a Rotaract Club, 
bringing members from community 
groups, colleges and universities, 
churches and places of employment.  
As a Rotarian, you can step up and 
champion the cause!  Knowing that 
Rotaract is a building block for the 
future of Rotary, why would one not 
want to incorporate our young adults  

(Rotaract continued on page  5) 

NEW DISTRICT GOVER-
NOR NOMINEE NOMINEE 
NAMED,  SEE PAGE 6 





ROTARACT (continued) 

into Rotary at an early age?  You can 
make Youth Community Service one 
of your top projects this year by 
sponsoring a Rotaract Group in your 
community.  What is more worthy 
than Youth Community Service as it 
relates directly to the future success 
of Rotary.  Today’s young people will 
become tomorrow’s parents, profes-
sionals, business leaders, and com-
munity leaders.  With the help of pro-
grams like Rotaract, they can gain 
the tools and skills necessary to de-
velop into responsible, productive 
members of society.  Now is the time 
for Rotary clubs to focus on the fu-
ture by challenging the New Genera-
tion to test their talents, develop new 
skills, and confront issues they will 
face in their lifetime.  The Rotaract 
program can instill in its members life 
skills that can be shared with others 
for generations to come.  When a 
prospective Rotaract Club has 
achieved a strong base of members, 
it should be ready  to proceed with 
applying for official RI certification.  A 
minimum of 15 charter members is 
recommended.  The list of members, 
the application signed by the spon-
soring Rotary Club, and $50 should 
be sent to RI Headquarters for the 
charter .  Currently we have 6 Rota-
ract Clubs in the district with the 
possibility of many more.   Our suc-
cess will only be limited by the vision 
of our Rotarians.  Won’t you please 
take the steps necessary to establish 
at least one Rotaract Club in your 
community?  For more information 
and assistance, contact Scott Rob-
erts at (620)235 -4769 or e -mail him 
at sroberts@pittstate.edu .  We are 
ready and willing to visit with your 
clubs and youth as you work toward 
the establishment of a new Rotaract 
Club in your community.  Take action 
today!  

A Reunion  (continued from page 1) 

I kept hoping I would run into him at one of the Oklahoma meetings, but time was 
growing short as we were down to only a few visits remaining in the District and 
all in Oklahoma.  Knowing how much it meant to me, my youngest daughter 
Kathy stepped up efforts to locate Dale and the timing was perfect!  Just before we 
were to visit Vinita, Kathy finally made contact and Dale called that day and was 
delighted to hear I was District  Governor.  He is still in Oklahoma now living in 
Claremore and never rejoined Rotary after leaving town, but he proudly an-
nounced that he never throws anything away and still had his name badge. 

You can imagine that by this time my hopes were up that I would finally be able 
to shake his hand and thank him.  I let him know we were going to be close to 
Claremore for a Rotary club meeting in Vinita and told him I would buy his lunch 
if he would come as my guest and attend the meeting at the First United Methodist 
Church.  As it turned out, Dale is from Vinita, graduating from Vinita High in 
1954 and was in Scouts at the very church where Rotary meets.  He agreed to 
come telling me that he never turns down a free lunch!  It proved to be one of 
those coincidences that provided a great homecoming and it couldn’t be more per-
fect!  Dale showed up early during my board meeting  wearing his round Carthage 
Rotary badge listing him as President.  Dale was impressed with the board meet-
ing and told me the DG’s 31 years ago didn’t include this business meeting as part 
of their official club visits.  It was clear that a “Rotary Moment” was unfolding 
and a Rotary Reunion was about to take place. 

So far, it has been quite an enjoyable journey serving as your Governor, but I have 
to say in the end this homecoming will make it more than special.  Okay, I know 
you’re wondering if I “invited” him to rejoin Rotary.  You will be glad to know 
that I have encouraged Dale to get  back into Rotary and promised that if he does , 
I will make the circle complete by inducting him as a new member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not too late for you to take time to personally “thank” the person that invited 
you to join Rotary.  Someone thought enough of you to invite you to join—have 

you paid that forward?    Governor Ron Petersen, Sr.  

 



CCOLLEGE OF GOVERNORS 
SELECT NEW DGNN FOR        
   DISTRICT 6110    

Wallace A. Williams was selected as the new Dis-
trict  Governor Nominee Nominee for 2011-2012 on De-
cember 6th at the College of Governors meeting in 
Springdale, AR. 

Wallace  grew up in Colquitt, GA 
and graduated from Bethel High 
School.  He completed his un-
dergraduate studies at Savannah 
State College, Savannah, GA, 
receiving a BS in Chemistry.  He 
did graduate work at Georgia 
State University and the Univer-
sity of Phoenix where he re-
ceived a MA in Organizational 
Management. Wallace served in 
the United States Army with a 
tour of duty in Vietnam.  Upon 

completion  of  his  military service he was employed by 
Kraft Foods in Decatur, GA. , launching a thirty-six year 
career in food manufacturing.  He held numerous man-
agement positions in Decatur, GA, Springfield, MO and 
Tulsa, OK, before retiring from the Bama Companies, Inc. 
in 2005. 

Wallace believes in being actively involved in his commu-
nity.  He has served with the following organizations: 
Youth Services of Tulsa,  Goodwill Industries of Tulsa, 
Tulsa Partners, Inc. and Board Chair of Metropolitan 
Tulsa Urban League.  He is a member of Class 25 of 
Leadership Tulsa where he served as Class Marshall.  
He is a member of the Morning Star Baptist Church 
where he serves as Chairman of the Deacon Board, As-
sistant Sunday School Superintendent and President of 
the Brotherhood Ministry. 

Wallace began his Rotary service as a charter member of 
the Rotary Club of North Tulsa.  He served as President, 
Sergeant-at-Arms and Board Chair.  He is currently serv-
ing his third term as Assistant District Governor of District 
6110.  Wallace’s love for Rotary has inspired him to at-
tend the RI conventions.  He says that he looks forward 
to meeting and interacting with fellow Rotarians from 
around the world. 

Wallace and his wife, Anne, have been married for 36 
years and have two adult sons and a daughter-in-law.        

HUMANITARIAN EYE CARE  
PROJECT CONDUCTED IN CHILE 

6110 Rotarians Dr. Ellis Potter, Gordon Conger, Judy 
Brigham, Bob Hawk, Karen Gilpin, Allene Knedlik, and 
Frances Kinzle of Iola, KS, Dr. Ken Merchant from 
Tulsa, OK, Glenn Fischer from Parsons, KS, Nick Nail 
from Broken Arrow, OK, and Dr. Rebecca Dobbins from 
Coffeyville returned November 18th after participating 
in a humanitarian eye care project in Temuco and 
Easter Island, Chile. 

As members of a team of seven eye doctors and four-
teen assistants, they provided free eye examinations, 
glasses, medicine and medical treatment to 2,257 pa-
tients in Temuco and 355 patients on Easter Island and 
surrounding municipalities during the October 30-
November 17 trip.  Donated medical equipment and 
supplies were also given to the Temuco and Easter 
Island hospitals. 

Dr. Potter, the team leader, said “We found the need 
for our services in this area to be great.  We only exam-
ined a fraction of the people in need.  Many of those 
examined had never had eye examinations and had 
never worn a pair of glasses.  We found a large per-
centage of the population with astigmatism and ambly-
opia.  Consequently, the patients were greatly appreci-
ate of our service.”   

This project was coordinated by the Rotary Clubs of 
District 6110 and  4350 (Southern Chile).  The Temuco 
and Easter Island host Rotarians provided lodging and 
transportation and  helped with local organization.  “It’s 
amazing how much good will, service, and cooperation 
that the Rotarians from District 6110 and 4350 can en-
ergize with a project of this nature” said Dr. Potter. 

Temuco is located 450 miles south of Santiago, Chile,  
It is a city of 250,000 and home to the Mapuche Indi-
ans.  The geography and climate is similar to Oregon 
with picturesque volcanoes and lush green valleys.  
Much of the winter produce in our grocery stores origi-
nates from the area.  Patients were mostly agricultural, 
wood product and craft workers. 

Easter Island, being 2500 miles from any significant 
land mass, is the most isolated spot in the world.  It is 
the home of the mysterious legendary Moia Statues.  
Most of the patients on Easter Island are engaged in 
the tourism industry.  

  (See CHILE on page 7) 



Club Reminders from your DG: 
Presidents, continue to work on club/district goals 
and Presidential Citations; 

Club Secretaries, remember to complete the semi
-annual report including dues payments; 

Club Secretaries, remember to stay current with 
RI use of Member Access to update membership 
information on a regular basis; 

The half-way mark in the year is approaching, a 
club assembly should be held to review your 
club’s progress; 

Plan for World Understanding Month in February 
and Rotary’s Anniversary on February 23rd, 
World Understanding and Peace Day; 

Deadline for electing officers is          December 
31st; 

Deadline is approaching for Official Directory  in-
formation; 

Multi-District PETS is March 20 & 21, 2009, at the 
Holiday Inn in Ft. Smith, AR; 

District Assembly is May 2, 2009, at the Embassy 
Suites in Rogers, AR; 

RI Convention is June 21-24 in  Birmingham, 
England 

  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

CHILE  
Further donations of used eye glasses to replenish the sup-
ply used during this mission would be appreciated! 

Others on the team were Jane Potter, Ginny Hawk, Rom 
Brigham, Anita Gage, all of Iola, KS: Dr. Bob Nelson and 
Ginny Nelson from Wichita, KS; Dr. Heather Robben of 
Wakeeney, KS; Dr. Jayme Fose from Leawood, KS; Dr. 
Randy Pohlenz from Topeka, KS; and Jered Dobbins from 
Coffeyville, KS. 

PDG Dr. Potter can be contacted at his office (620)365-
2108, or his home at (620)365-7458.   

His e-mail is  epotter @iolaks.com 

MORE THAN A MEETING … 
MARCH MAPETS by A.C. Moncrief, DGE 

Soon , President Elects will be meeting with fel-
low officers from Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, 
Kansas and Louisiana.  As you are reading this, 
detail after detail is being reviewed, analyzed, 
and organized with the single focus of making the 
incoming President’s year the best it can be. 

You would be surprised if you knew the hours of 
planning taking place for the topics to be dis-
cussed, and impressed with the standards set for 
the facilitators and evaluators.  You would de-
velop a deep appreciation for all the Past District 
Governors’ dedication to serving you. 

Each year, MAPETS just gets better and better.  
This year’s highlight may well be Saturday’s 
luncheon speech by incoming Rotary Interna-
tional President Elect John Kenny of Scotland.  
RIPE Kenny will absolutely be recognized as one 
of Rotary's most popular Presidents.  

You should encourage special guests from your 
club to attend this luncheon.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Let me know NOW if you want extra spots 
for this very special event as it will be sold out. 
Encourage a few of your members to attend this 
rare opportunity to hear and meet John Kenny,  

MAPETS is for the club president.  The assembly 
is for the club team of officers.  This year the fo-
cus will be on helping your club.  There will be 
multiple new programs being taught.  The more 
club members you have at this meeting, the more 
you can predict a successful year. 

Remember, if you don’t attend PETS, you can’t 
serve your club as president.  More importantly, 
attending MAPETS will increase your apprecia-
tion of this unique opportunity and honor your 
club has made possible.  President Elect Nomi-
nees are also invited.   See you March 20 and 21 
in Fort Smith. 

Remember to make sure ALL of your officers 
have scheduled the May 2nd District Assembly at 
the Embassy Suites in Rogers, Arkansas.  

  



““HEART OF AMERICA”
HEADS  FOR ENGLAND … 

BREAKFAST TICKETS   GOING FAST 

Mark your calendars now for a 
Birmingham Breakfast with your 
friends at Rotary’s 100th Interna-
tional Convention on Tuesday, 
June 23rd, 2009, at 7:00 a.m. 

At every convention, one of  the 
most positive experiences is 
gathering with your friends while 
making new ones as you share 
memory-making events. 

RI President Elect Ray Klingin-
smith will be the featured speaker 
at the breakfast.  This event will 
be sold out soon and tickets 
won’t be available in Birmingham 
at the convention. 

Reserve your tickets now by 
sending $35 per ticket to:   A.C. 
Moncrief, Heart of  America, 5432 
Karley Lane, Ozark, AR 72949. 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 
DECEMBER 2008  

1-30 Request names for RYLA 

1  Deadline for Youth Exchange Long-term 
  Outbound applications at club level 

1  Deadline for Youth Exchange Short- 
  Term Outbound applications at club  
  level 

1-5  Announce Nominating Committee       
  nominations for club officers 

1-15 Club Youth Exchange Committees inter- 
  view Youth Exchange Applicants and  
  write recommendations to District Youth  
  Exchange Team 

1-15 Hold elections for club officers for 2009- 
  2010 Rotary year 

6  College of  Governors Meeting 

15  Membership Attendance Reports due 

15  Deadline for Youth Exchange  Long- 
  Term Outbound and Short-Term Out- 
  bound Applications at District Office 

31  Notify RI , District Governor, GE, and DA 
  of 2009-2010 club officers 

31  Year is half over—Evaluate/Review  

 

JANUARY 2009 

 1-15 Review club constitution and by-laws 

 2 Semi-Annual Report (SAR) due to RI, pay 
  RI dues, copy SAR to DG, pay District  
  dues to District Treasurer 

 5-20 Conduct local Four-Way Speech Contest 

 18-25 International Assembly, San Diego, CA 

 15 Membership Attendance Reports due 

 28 Youth Exchange Outbound Interview  
  Weekend—Applications for Inbound begin 
  arriving and clubs begin selecting students 

 31 Deliver audio recording of your club’s Four-
  Way Speech Contest winner to your AG 



 


